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Asia steps up anti-malaria fight on World Malaria Day 
 
Global action to combat malaria has reduced deaths by more 
than one third, saving 1.1 million lives in sub-Saharan Africa 
over the past decade 
 
 
Geneva, 25 April 2012: - In a series of high-level events, held in New York, Brussels, Geneva, Hong 
Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Windhoek, Accra and Abuja, the fifth annual commemoration of World 
Malaria Day has called attention across the globe to the need for continued investment in malaria 
control, research and product development. Countries in Asia have announced increased 
engagement in control efforts, to help address resistance and other issues that threaten to reverse 
progress made to date. 
 
With nearly 600 000 deaths in 2010 (91% of the global toll), Africa continues to bear the brunt of 
malaria mortality in the world and remains the focus of global efforts to combat the disease. Yet, the 
fate of these efforts may well be decided in Asia, where the fight against emerging resistance to 
antimalarial medicines is currently taking place. If resistance to the world's most potent malaria drug - 
artemisinin - were to emerge in African countries, the major gains that were made over the past 
decade could easily be squandered.   
 
 
Bolstering political support in Asia, Europe and Africa  
 
"Outside of Africa, Asia bears the second highest burden of malaria. As we work to overcome financial 
challenges and the very real threat of an emerging resistance to artemisinin-based antimalarial drugs, 
Asian countries will play a critical role,” said HRH Princess Astrid of Belgium, Special Representative 
to the Roll Back Malaria Partnership. On April 10, she embarked on a tour of the region to raise 
malaria's profile among key national and regional decision-makers. Asian celebrities - Hong Kong pop 
stars Janice and Jill Vidal - also lent their voices to RBM's advocacy efforts, encouraging young 
people in the region to join commemorations of World Malaria Day and support global efforts to end 
the disease. 
 
During her visit to Indonesia, Princess Astrid championed the launch of the first Roll Back Malaria 
national partnership in Asia, together with Indonesia's Vice President Boediono and Deputy Health 
Minister Ghufron. The partnership will work towards addressing emerging threats and increasing 
political commitment in the region. In a meeting with ASEAN's Secretary-General, Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, 
Princess Astrid requested ASEAN's commitment to placing malaria higher on national agendas in the 
region.  
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"Indonesia is a key member of the G-20, the Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)," said Dr Thomas Teuscher, RBM's Acting 
Executive Director. "The country is well positioned to take up the issue of preventing a spread of drug 
resistance from Asia to Africa." 
 
"Malaria cannot be defeated without country-led implementation of WHO/RBM’s Global Plan for 
Artemisinin Resistance Containment (GPARC) and without adequate investment in research for new 
tools,” said HE Dr Victor Makwenge, RBM Board Chair on occasion of World Malaria Day.  
 
To help remove many of the conditions that may lead to the emergence of drug resistance and  speed 
up progress towards the 2015 malaria targets, the World Health Organisation just launched in 
Windhoek an initiative called "T3: Test. Treat. Track."  T3 urges endemic countries and donors to 
scale up diagnostic testing, treatment and surveillance for malaria.  WHO has already published a 
package of documents, containing technical guidance for the three pillars of T3. The final two 
documents of that package was released on 24 April 2012.  
 
“In recent years, there has been major progress in the development of new diagnostic tools and highly 
effective antimalarial medicines. The challenge now is to ensure these tools get used and that 
countries accurately measure their public health impact," says Dr Robert Newman, Director of WHO’s 
Global Malaria Programme. 
 
 
Urging ongoing investment  
 
Thanks to improved access to malaria prevention, malaria death rates have fallen by over a quarter 
worldwide and by a third in Africa over the past decade.  
 
"When it comes to saving child lives in Africa, malaria control is our best investment. Predicable 
funding for malaria control in endemic countries is a key factor for sustaining current progress,” said 
Dr. Thomas Teuscher, speaking at a roundtable discussion in New York, where leading global 
financiers focused on raising the $3.2 billion extra funding needed to meet the 2015 goals. African 
Health Ministers, the UN Special Envoy for malaria and the heads of major donor institutions - the 
Global Fund, DFID, the World Bank, US President’s Malaria Initiative and UNICEF worked together on 
devising new strategies for securing both more domestic funding in countries and sufficient external 
funding in low-income countries.  
 
Tomorrow, Princess Astrid of Belgium will highlight the social impact of malaria control investments at 
the World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists in Kuala Lumpur. Her recent advocacy work in 
countries of the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has helped solicit contributions from 
His Highness the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait. 
 
In the current global economic situation, malaria control programmes in countries may have difficulties 
maintaining and expanding their life-saving activities. The cancellation of the Global Fund's Round 11 
earlier this year has limited country access to funding for malaria in the short to medium term.  Last 
year’s development aid by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), 
although higher in absolute terms than in 2010, lost  2.7% of its value to inflation.  
 
At a working lunch in Brussels today, RBM partners spoke to members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs) and African Pacific and Caribbean Country Ambassadors about the need to prioritize global 
health and malaria in the overall European Union budget (2014-2020) and in the EU research and 
development budget under EU Framework 8 (HORIZON 2020). As the world's main provider of 
development aid, the European Union has played a critical role in supplying funding to the Global 
Fund and continues to be a key financier of malaria control efforts in Africa.   
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Staying focused on Africa 
 
An estimated 3 million lives can be saved between now and 2015, if the global malaria community 
remains focused on its 2015 targets for near-zero malaria deaths. On World Malaria Day RBM 
partners cross Africa held commemorations to spotlight the progress made so far and stress the need 
for increased political and financial support for malaria control a the national level.  
 
 
Ghana 
 
A photo exhibition - Malaria: Blood, Sweat, and Tears, conceived and produced by the Malaria 
Consortium and photojournalist, Adam Nadel to highlight the history, science and global impact of 
malaria opened last week in Accra, Ghana to mark the country's successes in the fight against 
malaria on World Malaria Day. The exhibition has toured major world capitals and cities, including 
New York, Washington and Geneva. It will also open in Paris at the Hôtel de Ville on 18 May 2012. 
 
Nigeria 
 
A country report, documenting the successes of national efforts to combat malaria was launched in 
Nigeria under the RBM Progress and Impact Series. Between 2004 and 2010, Nigeria allocated US$ 
600 million in external funding to malaria control and succeeded in saving 166 000 lives, despite the 
country's large size, its dense population, and its socio-economic and political complexity. To hinder 
the development of drug resistance, Nigeria has banned artemisinin monotherapies for the treatment 
of malaria since 2008 and has made steps towards closely monitoring the sensitivity of currently used 
antimalarials and insecticides. 
 
 
Tanzania 
 
In an effort to track progress towards its 2015 goals, Tanzania has just released a report on its 
national efforts to control malaria. The country has mobilized more than US$ 450 million in external 
funding between 2003 and 2010 and has succeeded in reducing overall child mortality by 50% 
between 2000 and 2010.  An estimated 63,000 Tanzanian children under the age of five have been 
saved over the same period thanks to the scale-up of malaria control interventions such as 
insecticide-treated mosquito nets, access to rapid diagnostic tests and effective treatment with ACTs.  
 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)  
 
On World Malaria Day, DRC kick-started a large-scale mass distribution of LLINs in the region of 
Katanga where nearly 5.5 million nets will be distributed. In addition, about 12 millions LLINs will be 
distributed in the provinces of North and South Kivu, Bandundu and Equateur. The campaign targets 
mostly risk populations in remote areas. Each year, malaria kills 180,000 children under the age of 
five in DRC, which makes it the leading cause of child death in the country. Despite significant 
progress made over the past years, access to malaria interventions remains difficult especially for 
people living in remote areas.  
 
 
South Africa 
 
Today the Confederation of African Football (CAF) named RBM’s United Against Malaria (UAM) 
campaign an official social program of the Orange Africa Cup of Nations, to be held in South Africa in 
2013. The football tournament will integrate malaria prevention and treatment messages, helping 
protect millions of fans across Africa. 
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Media Contact:   The RBM Secretariat 

Pru Smith – Geneva 
   Mobile:  +41 79 477 1744 
   Direct:  +41 22 791 4586 
   Email smithp@who.int  
 
   Clare Courtney 

   Tel: +41 (0)22 7914581 
   Mob: +41 (0)79 724 7815 

 
The Roll Back Malaria Partnership (RBM) is the global framework for coordinated action against 
malaria. Founded in 1998 by UNICEF, WHO, UNDP and the World Bank and strengthened by the 
expertise, resources and commitment of more than 500 partner organizations, RBM is a public-private 
partnership that facilitates the incubation of new ideas, lends support to innovative approaches, 
promotes high-level political commitment and keeps malaria high on the global agenda by enabling, 
harmonizing and amplifying partner-driven advocacy initiatives. RBM secures policy guidance and 
financial and technical support for control efforts in countries and monitors progress towards universal 
goals. The RBM Secretariat is hosted at WHO in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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